
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 10, 2018 
 
The Honorable Chris Christie 
Governor 
PO Box 001 
Trenton, NJ 08625 
 
Dear Governor Christie, 
 
Regrettably, I am writing to urge you to veto S. 2508, “Nosey’s Law.” To be clear, the Association 
of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) supports the original bill.  However, a last-minute, broad, and 
damaging amendment was included, which will prohibit long-established animal ambassador 
education programs in New Jersey schools that are conducted by New Jersey’s renowned zoos 
and aquariums that are accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA). 
 
I urge you to veto this bill, and I ask the legislature to reconsider and pass it without this damaging 
and ill-advised amendment.  
  
Founded in 1924, the AZA is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization dedicated to the advancement of 
zoos, aquariums, nature centers, and science centers in the areas of animal welfare, conservation, 
education, science, and recreation.  AZA is the independent accrediting organization for the 
premier zoos and aquariums in America and the world including five facilities in New Jersey.  AZA-
accredited zoos and aquariums collectively draw more than 195 million visitors annually, generate 
more than $22 billion in annual economic activity, and support more than 166,000 jobs.  They also 
spend annually $216 million on field conservation, supporting more than 3,409 projects in 127 
countries. 
 
Carefully designed ambassador animal programs deliver crucial conservation and education 
messages to the public, and especially youth audiences.  This is increasingly important in a world 
where people, particularly young people, are disconnected from nature.  AZA’s accreditation 
standards require that all ambassador animal presentations incorporate educational messages, 
and put the well-being of the animals and the public ahead of all other considerations.  AZA 
standards state that all accredited institutions with ambassador animals must develop an 
institutional program animal policy that clearly identifies and justifies those species and individuals 
approved as program animals, and details their long-term management plan and educational 
program objectives.  AZA policies also require that the conditions and treatment of animals in 
education programs meet standards set for the remainder of the animal collection, including 
species-appropriate shelter, exercise, appropriate environmental enrichment, access to veterinary 
care, nutrition, and other related standards. 
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As introduced and until its consideration by the Assembly Appropriations Committee in 
December, S. 2508 was focused on the use of elephants in traveling animal acts. AZA supports the 
bill as introduced, but it was changed without public notice or input.  With no outreach or notice 
to the New Jersey facilities accredited by AZA, the committee added overly broad and vague 
language that would effectively prohibit any conservation and education outreach programs at 
these facilities that include animal ambassadors.  These programs are critically important in 
educating the public about wildlife and in getting children excited about science.  For some 
schoolchildren, these educational opportunities may be the only chance that they have to be close 
to nature.  
  
It appears that at least some legislators who voted for this legislation likely believed that they 
were supporting non-controversial legislation to enhance animal welfare, and did not realize that 
they were potentially prohibiting long-standing environmental and science education programs.  
As previously noted, the animals at AZA-accredited zoos and aquariums already are receiving 
exceptional care by qualified professionals. 
 
Although some supporters have suggested that the overly broad and vague language could be 
clarified in future legislation, I recommend that you not sign a flawed bill that requires correction. 
A better approach would be to veto the flawed bill, and ask the legislature to send the next 
governor a corrected product.  Sending the bill back to the legislature would provide an 
opportunity for the AZA-accredited New Jersey facilities to meet with legislators to assure that 
future legislation recognizes both the need for animal welfare and science education programs.  
Therefore, I urge you to veto S. 2508 so that hastily drafted and passed legislation does not steal 
from children a chance to engage and learn about wildlife.  
  
Thank you for your attention to this matter.  
   
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Daniel M. Ashe 
President and CEO 
 

 


